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Boer and Briton, and took its place in the grim sequence of
events which led to the Second Boer War and the ultimate
absorption of the Afrikander republics in a unified South
Africa.

Democracy in South Africa is distinct from that in other
Dominions in being the rule of a white people who represent
little more than one-fifth of the total population and are
separated from the remainder by the grim barrier of colour
and the attendant privileges of a ruling caste. This fact of
a white minority dominant over a coloured and black ma-
jority and anxious to retain its dominance, even at the
sacrifice of liberal principles, profoundly conditions the
democratic experiment. There is here less of the racial
reconciliation that liberalism would dictate than elsewhere
in the Commonwealth, and one race clearly derives from its
supremacy economic and social benefits. Significant also is
the cleavage among Europeans themselves on the lines of
culture and nationality, a cleavage between Afrikander
Nationalist and Anglo-South African, produced and sustained
by the circumstances of history. The past explains the
complex racial and national issues of the modern community.
From the landing of Jan van Riebeeck in 1652 to establish a
garrison at the Cape, the colonization of the country was
almost contemporaneous with the genesis of British and
French settlement in North America, but the impulses be-
hind it were different, and it failed to develop with com-
parable vigour.9 Growth in population was hampered by
remoteness from Europe, the unsuitability of the country
for intensive cultivation, and the restrictive policies of the
Dutch East India Company, which viewed the colony merely
as a refreshment station for ships on the long voyage to the
Indies. Nevertheless, Hollanders, Flemings, Huguenots, and
some West Germans began to cultivate and raise stock in
the valleys and coastal lands of the Cape, and from these
*An excellent short history is that by Eric A. Walker, A History of SQU&
Africa. See also C. W. de Kiewiet, A History of South Africa: Social and Eco-
nomic.